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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 12 ~ 10:30 AM 
A SERVICE IN THE MANNER OF TAIZÉ 

 
~ WE GATHER TOGETHER ~ 

 
Prelude Away in a Manger 

Lindsay Rader, Piano  
 
Welcome and Announcements             Rev. Brown 
 
*Call to Worship  Carol De Francis 

Sing for joy, children of God! Shout aloud, for God is our salvation! 
We will believe the good news that God is in our midst. 

Sing of faith, children of God! Shout aloud, for God is our hope!  
We will live the good news that God removes all our fears. 

Sing of grace, children of God! Shout aloud, for God is our compassion! 
We will share God’s love and hope with those who need good 
news in their lives. 
   

*Hymn  116  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
 
*Lighting of the Advent Candle  Lindsay Radar/Irene Kaufman 

O God, we light the third candle of Advent. 
 

We look to John, the one you sent, to point us to your light. The light 
will come into our world and enlighten everyone. 
 

God sent John the Baptizer to prepare the people for the coming of 
Jesus Christ, the true Light of the World. John called for people to 
repent of their sins and to live faithfully. He baptized with a cleansing 
water and proclaimed the new life that Christ, the one who would 
follow him, would bring. This Advent, we ask for God's mercy and a 
joyful new beginning. 

Merciful God, we give thanks that you send messengers like 
John to call us to greater faith. We ask that in these days we 
prepare for you in prayer and acts of holy compassion. Forgive 
us and lead us to your light. Amen. 
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*Response Song   

 
 
*Passing the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
~ WE PRAY TOGETHER ~ 

 
Call to Prayer Within Our Darkest Night 

 
 
Prayer of Need 

Almighty God, in this season of waiting, it is hard to be patient. 
We are anxious for you to come to us. We are impatient with one 
another. Encourage us, God, and forgive our grumbling. Teach us 
to wait with patience and work with each other with grace. 
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Prayer Song Come and Fill Our Hearts  

 
 
*Assurance of Pardon 
 
*Response Song  Gloria   

 
 

~ WE LISTEN TO THE WORD ~ 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

By your Spirit, God of Advent, guide us as we travel your Holy 
Way. Open our blind eyes and unstop our deaf ears, that we may 
leap with joy as we encounter your Word. 

 
Scripture & Song  Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6 

 
Wait for Our God 
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Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all 
your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! God has taken away the judgments 
against you and has turned away your enemies. 
 

 
 

Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. Adonai, your 
God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; God will rejoice over 
you with gladness and will renew you in love; God will exult over you 
with loud singing as on a day of festival. 
 

 
 
I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame 
into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, 
at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before 
your eyes, says God.  
 

 



 6 

 
You will say in that day: I will give thanks to you, O God, for though you 
were angry with me, your anger turned away, and you comforted 
me. Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for 
God is my strength and my might; God has become my salvation. With 
joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
 

 

 
And you will say in that day: Give thanks to God, call on God’s name; 
make known God’s deeds among the nations; proclaim that God’s name 
is exalted. Sing praises to God, who has done gloriously; let this be known 
in all the earth. Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in 
your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

 
 
Sermon “Joy Can Be Had!” Rev. Brown 
  
*Hymn  109 With Joy Draw Water 
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 ~ WE RESPOND TO THE WORD ~ 
 

An Advent Prayer 
God of surprises you call us from the narrowness of our traditions to 
new ways of being church, from the captivities of our culture to creative 
witness for justice, from the smallness of our horizons to the bigness of 
your vision. 

Clear the way in us, your people, that we might call others to 
freedom and renewed faith. 

Jesus, wounded healer, you call us from preoccupation with our own 
histories and hurts to daily tasks of peacemaking, from privilege to 
pilgrimage, from insularity to inclusive community. 

Clear the way in us, your people, that we might call others to 
wholeness and integrity. 

Holy, transforming Spirit, you call us from fear to faithfulness, from 
clutter to clarity, from a desire to control to deeper trust, from the 
refusal to love to a readiness to risk. 

Clear the way in us, your people, that we might all know the 
beauty and power and danger of the gospel.  

 
Prayer Song  
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Prayer of Jesus 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,  Holy and blessed is your true 
name.  We pray for your reign of peace to come,  we pray that your 
good will be done,  let heaven and earth become one.  Give us this 
day the bread we need,  give it to those who have none.  Let 
forgiveness flow like a river between us,  From each one to each 
one.  Lead us to holy innocence  Beyond the evil of our days —  
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.  For yours is the power and 
the glory and the mercy:  Forever your name is All in One. Amen.  

 
Response through Giving 

This is an opportunity to show your gratitude for God’s blessings and love, and to 
provide tangible tools for the work of this church.  

 
Offertory The First Noel 

Lindsay Rader, Piano 
 
*Presentation of Gifts 

 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
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~ WE DEPART TO SERVE ~ 
 

*Hymn Kindle a Flame to Lighten the Dark 

 
 

*Benediction  
 

Postlude O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Lindsay Rader, Piano 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a faith community that practices inclusivity in 
our membership, our leadership, and our language. 

Our language for God's people incorporates male and female. 
Our language for God is intentionally genderless and non-hierarchical. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Today: Third Sunday of Advent – A Service in the Manner of Taizé 
On this Advent Sunday of Joy, a service of meditative music led by the NVM Choir, 
Lindsay Rader, Director.  
 
Poinsettias 

Contribute to the decor of our sanctuary this holiday season by making a donation 
towards the purchase of a poinsettia. Poinsettias may be given in memory of loved 
ones, for special recognition, or dedicated in thanksgiving to God. A list of 
dedications and memorials will be printed in the Sunday bulletin on December 19. 
A donation of $10 is suggested to cover the cost of purchasing the poinsettias. 
Deadline for inclusion in the bulletin is Wednesday, December 15. Order forms 
are available at the back of the sanctuary or you can order through the Noe Valley 
Ministry App. 

 
Upcoming Advent/Christmas Dates 

December 19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – Joy 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Service, 5pm 
December 31 – New Year’s Eve Service, 6pm 
 

December 15 & 20, 7:00pm – Advent Gatherings 
This Advent your Racial Justice Team invites you to a zoom gathering to share 
personal experiences of this year's darkness and our hope for light. We will bring 
the light of spirit into the darkness of racial injustice through the work of Black 
theologian, Reverend Howard Thurman (mentor to Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King). 
If you are interested in joining contact Jeannie Choy Tate at choytate@gmail.com 
and further information will be sent to you.  

 
January 6, 2022 – Feeding the Brothers 

In honor of Carol Maerzke we will continue the tradition of her annual project of 
“feeding the brothers” for the Interfaith Winter Shelter at St. Mary’s Cathedral. 
More information to come. 

 
Gallery Sanchez Presents – Tisha Kenny 

Tisha Kenny will be exhibiting her artwork at Noe Valley Ministry during 
November and December. Her art combines her love of Impressionism with 
Asian Brush Painting represented by colorful landscapes and flowers.  
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SERVICES & EVENTS                                              DECEMBER-JANUARY
 
CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, December 12 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
  9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship 
 Rev. Brown, preaching 
11:30 AM Fellowship 
Wednesday, December 15 
  7:00pm Advent Zoom Gathering 
 Lead by Racial Justice Team 
Sunday, December 19 – 4th Sunday of Advent 
  9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship 
 Rev. Brown, preaching 
11:30 AM Fellowship 
Monday, December 20 
  7:00pm Advent Zoom Gathering 
 Lead by Racial Justice Team 
Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
  5:00 PM Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 26 
  9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship 
 Rev. Brown, preaching 
11:30 AM Fellowship 
Sunday, January 2 
  9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship 
 Rev. Brown, preaching 
11:30 AM Fellowship 
 
Church Meetings & Activities 
Choir Rehearsal   
 Sunday Morning, 9-10am 
Care Committee 
 TBD 
Worship Committee 
 Weeknight via Zoom, TBD 
Session 

4th Tuesday, 7:00pm 
Building Committee 
 2nd Tuesday, 7:00pm 
Racial Justice Team 

 
VOLUNTEERS   
 

December 12 
Coffee Hour Set-up Linda Brown 
Greeter/Vax Check  Dawn Summers 
Clean-up  
Liturgist/Scripture Carol De Francis 
Advent Readers Lindsay Radar 
Advent Reader  Irene Kaufman 
 

December 19 
Coffee Hour Set-up Linda Brown 
Greeter/Vax Check  
Clean-up  
Liturgist/Scripture Dawn Summers 
Advent Reader  Merrill Grant 
Advent Reader  Tim Sturge 
 
December 26 
Coffee Hour Set-up Linda Brown 
Greeter/Vax Check  
Clean-up  
Liturgist/Scripture Jeanne Choy Tate 
 
January 2 
Coffee Hour Set-up Linda Brown 
Greeter/Vax Check  
Clean-up  
Liturgist/Scripture  
 
 
 
OFFERING COUNTERS   
  

Dec 12 Brian Orr 
Dec  19 Cindy Cake 
Dec 26 Jeanne Choy Tate 
Jan 02 Marcela Breton 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Our Vision 

Noe Valley Ministry is a welcoming,  

inclusive community of faith, inviting 

seekers into deepening relationships  

with God and Christ, with each other 

and the community. 
 

Our Mission 

� Celebrate God's presence and the 

goodness of creation in worship 

that embraces tradition, the arts  

and the needs of a changing world. 

� Nurture a diverse, intergenerational 

family of faith, sustained by spiritual 

practices, informed in faith, and 

committed to service.  

� Create "A House of Prayer, a House 

of Community" where the 

congregation and building provide a 

welcoming, sacred place of hospitality 

for all. 

� Engage the congregation and 

community in opportunities for 

service, social action, and dialogue 

with a diversity of cultures and faiths. 

 

 
NOE VALLEY MINISTRY  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
House of Prayer, House of Community 
 

1021 Sanchez Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
 

Office: 415-282-2317 
E-mail: office@noevalleyministry.org 
Website: www.noevalleyministry.org 
 
Pastor: 415-282-7798 
sfrevdab@gmail.com 
 

Reverend Brown is in the Noe Valley 
Ministry office on Tuesday, Wednesday & 
Thursday. It is best to make an appointment 
by calling his cell phone at (415-939-2102). 
He is off on Friday. 
 

 

Rev. David Brown, Pastor 
Christine Tawadrous, Administrative Dir. 
Lindsay Rader, Director of Music 
Cindy Cake, Treasurer 
 

 

SESSION~ 

Brian Orr, Clerk of Session 
Marcela Breton 
Cindy Cake 
Jeanne Choy Tate 
Susan Olney 
 
 

CARE COMMITTEE~ 

Janelle Smith, Moderator 
Ramona Lee 
Ray Springs 
Carol De Francis 
David Brown 

 


