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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 19 ~ 10:30 AM 
 

~ WE GATHER TOGETHER ~ 
 
Prelude  We Three Kings 

Lindsay Rader, piano 
 

*Call to Worship  Dawn Summers 
Holy is God’s name! 

God's love and mercy are poured out upon us! 
For we have found favor with God! 

We have been called for special witness to God's presence. 
Let our hearts rejoice, and let us behold God's awesome love! 

God, open our hearts and set out spirits dancing and rejoicing 
in your blessed love. 

   
*Hymn 123  Mary, Woman of the Promise  
 
*Lighting of the Advent Candle  Chris Keene/Tim Sturge 

We light the fourth candle of Advent. 
We hear your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary. Fill us with 
your grace and light. 
Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman. Even though her life was 
not easy, she heard God's voice and said yes. Her song was a prayer that 
would uplift those who were downtrodden. Her lyrics shattered the 
proud and called the world to change. She would bear within her the 
promised child, Jesus, the Light of the World. This Advent, we respond 
to God's beckoning to us as well. 

Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring your 
good news to life within us. Give us courage to carry your light 
into the injustices and shadows of this world. Amen. 
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*Response Song Shine on Us, O God of Justice 

 
 
*Passing the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. David Brown 
 
Anthem Lully, Lulla, Lullay  Traditional Carol/P. Stopford 

NVM Choir; Lindsay Rader, director 
 

Lully, lulla, By, by, lully, lullay. 
O sisters too how may we do for to preserve this day? 

This poor youngling for whom we sing By, by, lully, lullay. 
Lully, lulla, Thou little tiny Child, By, by, lully, lullay. 
Herod, the king, in his raging, charged he hath this day. 

His men of might in his own sight all young children to slay. 
Lully, lulla, Thou little tiny Child, By, by, lully, lullay. 

That woe is me, poor Child for Thee, and ever morn and day. 
For Thy parting neither say nor sing, By, by lully, lullay. 
Lully, lulla, Thou little tiny Child, By, by, lully, lullay. 

 
~ WE PRAY TOGETHER ~ 

 
Prayer of Need 

Ever present God, in the darkness of Mary’s womb, the holy Child 
grows. In the darkness of the world’s pain, the blessed light begins 
to kindle. In the darkness of our own doubting of you and 
ourselves, the great hope begins to rise again. Christ will be born 
again into our world and into us. O God, forgive that we look with 
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a cynical eye on the advent of love in our world. Forgive us for 
doubting the light you have placed within us. With the birth of the 
Christ Child, let your forgiveness cleanse the darkness of our inner 
selves. And let the love of Christ shine in us like a star. Amen. 

 
Silence/Ringing of the Gong 
 
*Assurance of Pardon 

In Christ, the light of God’s love shines in our hearts, and we are 
forgiven and given strength to forgive.  

Let us give thanks that in Jesus, Emmanuel, God is truly with 
us. 

 
*Response Song  Gloria in excelsis Deo 

 
 

~ WE LISTEN TO THE WORD ~ 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

O Spirit of illumination, as we encounter your Word to us today 
may we, like Mary, ponder your message to us and say, “yes” to 
your call to us. Amen. 

 
First Scripture Reading  Luke 1:26-38  
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*Hymn The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 
 
Second Scripture Reading Luke 1:46-55 
 
Sermon A Christmas Story Rev. Brown 

A Story by Walter Wangeran (adapted) 
 
*Hymn 119  My Soul Gives Glory to My God   
  

~ WE RESPOND TO THE WORD ~ 
 
An Advent Prayer 

You are coming God. Gabriel announces your coming 
the angels of heaven are shouting with joy 
the heavens are resounding with glee 
the earth dances among the stars. 

You are coming God. Gabriel announces your coming 
The maiden is stirred numb with feelings she cannot name 

shaken by fears she cannot quell 
awake with unanticipated rapture. 
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You are coming God. Gabriel announces your coming 
The maiden is pregnant she knows not how 

everything is turned upside down 
the usual rules no longer apply 
the universe is changed forever. 

You are coming God, you are coming. Gabriel announces your coming 
You are coming with the power of God. Power to set us free 

free from sin 
free from fear 
free from death 

You are coming with the power of God. Power to give us life 
life to be God’s people 
life to be brothers and sisters 
life to love one another. 

You are coming with the power of God 
You are coming as God’s son 

coming to be our shepherd 
coming to be our guide 
coming to be Savior. 

We await your coming, God. We await the announcement of Gabriel 
we anticipate the maiden giving birth 
we envision your presence. 

You are coming God, you are coming. 
Come now, O God, come now. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Jesus 

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, holy and blessed is your true 
name. We pray for your reign of peace to come. We pray that your 
good will be done. Let heaven and earth become one. Give us this 
day the bread we need, give it to those who have none. Let 
forgiveness flow like a river between us, from each one to each 
one. Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days. Come 
swiftly Mother, Father, come. For yours is the power and the glory 
and the mercy: Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 
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Offering 
 
Offertory  Ave Maria Gounod 

Lindsay Rader, piano 
 

*Presentation of Gifts 

 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
  

~ WE DEPART TO SERVE ~ 
 

*Hymn  148 What Child Is This?   
 

*Benediction 
Let us go forth with eyes to see and ears to hear and voices to proclaim:  
In the ordinary and the vulnerable:  

God-with-us! 
In the challenge of the unexpected:  

God-with-us! 
In love giving life in justice and mercy:  

God-with-us! 
In the work of peace:  

God-with-us! 
 
Postlude Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas 

Lindsay Rader, piano 
  

We are a faith community that practices inclusivity in 
our membership, our leadership, and our language. 

Our language for God's people incorporates male and female. 
Our language for God is intentionally genderless and non-hierarchical.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
COVID-19 Protocol Announcement 
Following SF Dept of Health guidelines, NVM will continue to require 
wearing masks for worship, with the exception of worship leaders and 
choir on the chancel. However, due to the mandates issued this week 
NVM will suspend coffee hour. As a result NVM will not require proof of 
vaccination to attend services, including Christmas Eve. 
 

Today: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
On this Advent Sunday of Love, we recount the story of a certain young 
maiden who is entertained by a certain angel, with an important 
announcement.    
 

Christmas Eve Service, December 24, 5pm 
A candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols Noe Valley Ministry style. A 
worshipful service filled with the message of hope and peace. Wonderful 
Christmas music! Family friendly.   
 

New Year’s Eve Service, December 31, 6pm 
“A Time to...” ~ A meditative service for “Letting Go.” A service of 
rededication. 
 

Monday, December 20, 7:00pm – Advent Gathering 
Advent Gatherings hosted by the Racial Justice Team continue the Zoom 
gathering to share personal experiences of this year's darkness and our 
hope for light. If you are interested in joining contact Jeannie Choy Tate at 
choytate@gmail.com and further information will be sent to you.  
 

January 6, 2022 – Feeding the Brothers 
In honor of Carol Maerzke we will continue the tradition of her annual 
project of “feeding the brothers” for the Interfaith Winter Shelter at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral. See Linda Brown for how to contribute. 
 

Saturday, January 22, 1:00pm – Carol Maerzke Memorial Service 
A Service of Witness to the Resurrection 
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SERVICES & EVENTS                                              DECEMBER-JANUARY
 
CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, December 19 – 4th Sunday of Advent 
  9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship 
 Rev. Brown, preaching 
11:30 AM Fellowship 
Monday, December 20 
  7:00pm Advent Zoom Gathering 
 Lead by Racial Justice Team 
Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
  5:00 PM Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 26 
  9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship 
 Rev. Brown, preaching 
11:30 AM Fellowship 
Sunday, January 2 
  9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Holy Communion 
 Rev. Brown, preaching 
11:30 AM Fellowship 
Sunday, January 9 - Epiphany 
  9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship 
 Rev. Brown, preaching 
11:30 AM Fellowship 
 
Church Meetings & Activities 
Choir Rehearsal   
 Sunday Morning, 9-10am 
Care Committee 
 TBD 
Worship Committee 
 Weeknight via Zoom, TBD 
Session 

4th Tuesday, 7:00pm 
Building Committee 
 2nd Tuesday, 7:00pm 
Racial Justice Team 
 
 
 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS   
 

December 19 
Coffee Hour Set-up Linda Brown 
Greeter/Vax Check  
Clean-up  
Liturgist/Scripture Dawn Summers 
Advent Reader  Chris Keene 
Advent Reader  Tim Sturge 
 
December 26 
Coffee Hour Set-up Linda Brown 
Greeter/Vax Check  
Clean-up  
Liturgist/Scripture Jeanne Choy Tate 
 
January 2 
Coffee Hour Set-up Linda Brown 
Greeter/Vax Check  
Communion Prep Irene Kaufman 
Communion Servers 
Clean-up  
Liturgist/Scripture 
  
January 9 
Coffee Hour Set-up Linda Brown 
Greeter/Vax Check  
Clean-up  
Liturgist/Scripture 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING COUNTERS   
  

Dec  19 Cindy Cake 
Dec 26 Jeanne Choy Tate 
Jan 02 Marcela Breton 
Jan 09 Brian Orr 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Our Vision 

Noe Valley Ministry is a welcoming,  

inclusive community of faith, inviting 

seekers into deepening relationships  

with God and Christ, with each other 

and the community. 
 

Our Mission 

� Celebrate God's presence and the 

goodness of creation in worship 

that embraces tradition, the arts  

and the needs of a changing world. 

� Nurture a diverse, intergenerational 

family of faith, sustained by spiritual 

practices, informed in faith, and 

committed to service.  

� Create "A House of Prayer, a House 

of Community" where the 

congregation and building provide a 

welcoming, sacred place of hospitality 

for all. 

� Engage the congregation and 

community in opportunities for 

service, social action, and dialogue 

with a diversity of cultures and faiths. 

 

 
NOE VALLEY MINISTRY  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
House of Prayer, House of Community 
 

1021 Sanchez Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
 

Office: 415-282-2317 
E-mail: office@noevalleyministry.org 
Website: www.noevalleyministry.org 
 
Pastor: 415-282-7798 
sfrevdab@gmail.com 
 

Reverend Brown is in the Noe Valley 
Ministry office on Tuesday, Wednesday & 
Thursday. It is best to make an appointment 
by calling his cell phone at (415-939-2102). 
He is off on Friday. 
 

 

Rev. David Brown, Pastor 
Christine Tawadrous, Administrative Dir. 
Lindsay Rader, Director of Music 
Cindy Cake, Treasurer 
 

 

SESSION~ 

Brian Orr, Clerk of Session 
Marcela Breton 
Cindy Cake 
Jeanne Choy Tate 
Susan Olney 
 
 

CARE COMMITTEE~ 

Janelle Smith, Moderator 
Ramona Lee 
Ray Springs 
Carol De Francis 
David Brown 

 


